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Now Available in Paperback First study of the Antietam campaign from civilians' perspectives Many

never-before-published accounts of the Battle of Antietam The battle at Antietam Creek, the

bloodiest day of the American Civil War, left more than 23,000 men dead, wounded, or missing.

Facing the aftermath were the men, women, and children living in the village of Sharpsburg and on

surrounding farms. In Too Afraid to Cry, Kathleen Ernst recounts the dramatic experiences of these

Maryland citizens--stories that have never been told--and also examines the complex political web

holding together Unionists and Secessionists, many of whom lived under the same roofs in this

divided countryside.
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The foreword notes that the Sharpsburg area was the first organized American community to suffer

both from combat and the sustained presence of two opposing armies. The combat was, of course,

the September 1862 battle of Antietam, well known as the bloodiest day in American history. Ernst

says that her book is one of stories. In so doing she observes the trend to explain history through

the eyes of common people, rather than those of the generals, presidents, kings and other

eminencies who have fueled traditional historical narrative. Ernst has dug deep into the letters,

diaries, I-was-there personal accounts and oral histories of the days immediately before and after

Antietam, as well as during the carnage itself. Ample photographs give human form to the names

encountered throughout the book. The result is a smoothly written work blending the military and



civilian dimensions of Lee's invasion of Maryland that, on a golden September day, etched into

national memory names such as the Dunker Church, the Cornfield, the Sunken Road and

Burnside's Bridge. Some of these stories illuminate dark subjects. Ernst's discussion of slavery in

Frederick and Washington Counties reminds us that it was more prevalent in Western Maryland

than we realize-the 1860 census recorded over 4600 slaves in the area. That there were then still

three slave-selling sites in Hagerstown suggests that this region was populated by more than

unionist German immigrants who opposed slavery. Ernst might have cited the definitive work on

19th century Maryland slavery, Slavery and Freedom on the Middle Ground. The devastating

psychological and economic impacts of the Antietam campaign on civilians are powerfully told

through anecdote.
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